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Minutes 

Architectural Review Board 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco 

Wednesday, December 22, 2020 

7:30 pm 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 pm, Wednesday, December 22, 2020, at the 

Municipal Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairman Dan Loughney.  This meeting 

was conducted on Zoom. 

 

Members Present:  Chairman, Dan Loughney 

    Nick Bagley 

    Dan Gagliardi 

    Andy Gonzalez 

    Heather Kornreich 

 

Members Absent:  None 

 

Staff Present:   Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 

 

Staff Absent:   Peter Miley, Building Inspector 

 

NEW CASES: 
 

1. Cohen’s Children Northwell Health Case #ARB20-12 

36 Smith Avenue    Signage   

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Cohen’s Children Northwell Health.   Mr. Gilbert Nieves, 

representing Northwell Health, appeared before the Board.  Chairman Loughney asked Mr. 

Nieves to explain his project to the Board. 

 

Mr. Nieves said they want to replace the existing two-post sign with a new vinyl, two-post sign, 

10 square feet, which complies with the sign code.  This property is located on Smith Avenue 

and Cohen’s Children Northwell Health are the new tenants.  He said they have merged with or 

have taken over the existing pediatric group.  What is proposed is their new designation sign. 

 

Chairman Loughney asked if the Board had any questions.  Nick Bagley asked if there would be 

any illumination.  Mr. Nieves said there is currently no illumination and none is planned.  

Chairman Loughney said the new sign is quite a bit smaller than the existing sign.  Mr. Nieves 

said that is correct, the new sign is not as wide.  Patti Tipa explained that the existing sign may 

have been installed before the sign code was adopted and by changing the sign, they must 

comply with the regulations for Cottage Office District and this sign does comply dimensionally 

with the regulations. 
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MOTION: 

 

Dan Gagliardi make a motion to approve the signage as presented.  Nick Bagley seconded 

the motion.  All Aye. 

 

2. Paulletta E. Reis    Case #ARB20-15 

31 West Street    Front porch, steps and new 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549   dormers 

 

Chairman Loughney called Paulletta Reis.  Mr. Peter Kurth, architect, appeared before the 

Board.  Chairman Loughney asked Mr. Kurth to describe the project.   

 

Mr. Kurth said the best way to describe this project is to look at the photo of the existing house 

and compare that to what is being proposed.   He said the existing house is a very plain brick, 

one-story ranch house with dilapidated front steps that are falling apart and have been roped off 

because they are unsafe.  Mr. Kurth said Ms. Reis has retained them to design a facelift for the 

house to improve the safety of the steps and to improve the aesthetics of the front façade of the 

building.  He said they are proposing three things:  to install two new dormers centered over the 

existing two windows and replacing the flat roof, small canopy with a gabled, portico canopy 

with new columns and third, you’ll notice the asymmetrical aspect of the front façade with a 

door and a window on one side.  Mr. Kurth said his client wishes to have that changed to a 

double door, which will make it more aesthetically pleasing and symmetrical, centered on the 

new portico.  He said all of the new materials would be brick to match the existing house, the 

railing would be wrought iron to match the existing wrought iron and the dormers would be a 

white Azak material that they feel would be in character with the house.  He said as part of his 

submission, they also submitted a streetscape, which showed this house in relationship to 

surrounding homes.  He pointed out that on West Street there is a pattern of the homes being 

upgraded.  Mr. Kurth said in looking at the photo of the existing residence with the architectural 

rendering of the proposed changes, it is a tremendous improvement to the home and to the 

neighborhood in general. 

 

Heather Kornreich said that in looking at the elevation A102, in the notes it says wooden 

guardrails or Azak system or equal and it shows the side elevation and it looks like wood from 

the side.  She asked if the railing is going to be wrought iron, how will that look from the side.  

Mr. Kurth said at the time of the submission, his client was not sure if the railing would be 

wrought iron or a wood railing.  He said he thinks she would be amenable either way.  He said he 

referred to the wrought iron because that is was is existing now.  He said he likes to keep existing 

and proposed materials consistent so he would say that the proposal as it is submitted would be 

for a standard wrought iron railing.  Heather Kornreich asked if Mr. Kurth has something that 

represents the railing for the file.  He said prior to the installation of the railing, they could 

submit a cut sheet for that, which can be made a condition of the approval.  Patti Tipa said that 

prior to a permit being issued, if Mr. Kurth could email a cut sheet to her, she could share it with 

the Board and that could be made part of the record.  Mr. Kurth said he would be happy to do 

that. 
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Chairman Loughney said he thought it was a nice-looking proposal but the front of the house 

appears to be only 30-feet wide.   He asked why are they proposing a double door as opposed to 

a traditional, single door on center.  Mr. Kurth said the existing configuration enters into an 

existing foyer and the present condition is a single door and a window, off-centered.  He said on 

the existing porch there is a brick planter that they are removing and with the two new square, 

country-like columns that define the portico, they felt the double door would be much more 

aesthetically pleasing than a single door.   With the double door they could also keep the lintels 

that exist over the single door and window.  Chairman Loughney said it seems a little much for a 

small structure but he understands it could be driven by the underpinnings of the building 

structure.  Heather Kornreich said in the plan view, it looks as if the double doors are centered on 

the portico but on the elevation, there is a difference in width with the door and the column on 

either side.  One side looks a little narrower than the other.  Mr. Kurth said they want the center 

line of the double doors to be exactly in the center of the portico.  Heather Kornreich asked if 

that could be noted on the drawing for the file.  She said she agreed with the Chairman that the 

double doors are a bit large for the portico but that is her personal aesthetic.  Chairman Loughney 

asked Mr. Kurth if the homeowner really wants the double door.  Mr. Kurth said yes.  The owner 

felt that what a detriment to the look of the house was having an asymmetrical door/window and 

the double door was a way of getting rid of the window.  He said they also have to consider is 

they have brick on each side and the most cost effective and aesthetic way to deal with the lintel 

above and the re-bricking of the sides was a factor.  He said a typical double door is an asset to 

this house.  Typically, one door is usually fixed and one is usually operable unless, for example, 

you are moving furniture.  He said his client really wanted the double door to get rid of the 

door/window combination. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Dan Gagliardi made a motion to approve.  Andy Gonzalez seconded the motion.  All ayes.  

It was noted that the applicant will submit a profile of the wrought iron railing for the 

Board’s review. 

 

3. Jaguar Land Rover of Mt. Kisco  Case #ARB20-16 

299 Kisco Avenue    New dealership 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549 

 

Chairman Loughney called Jaguar Land Rover of Mt. Kisco.  Paul Sysak from JMC Planning 

and Engineering appeared before the Board.  He said they are the site engineers for this project.  

Sarah Butler, project architect from Stuart Rom Architect, also appeared before the Board, as 

well as Adam Polk from NY Luxury Motors of Mount Kisco, the applicant. 

 

Paul Sysak said that two years ago, this project was before the ARB for an informal introduction 

to the project located at 299 Kisco Avenue on the corner of Holiday Drive.  It is currently a 1.63-

acre property housing the former Volvo dealership, which is currently being used as a Land 

Rover dealership.  He said New York Luxury Motors is getting the rights to also sell Jaguar as 

part of this improvement.  They will be demolishing the existing building and constructing an 

approximately 10,000 square foot building for a new state-of-the-art building complex for both 
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of those brands going forward.  Paul Sysak said they recently received Planning Board approval 

at the end of October and they are formally before this Board to get approval for the architecture. 

He turned the presentation over to architect, Sarah Butler, to go over the building design. 

Sarah Butler shared the screen so she could go through the attachments of her presentation.  She 

started off with a photograph of the existing building from Google images.  She pointed out the 

building and the Holiday Inn to the right and the entrance ramp to the Saw Mill Parkway on the 

left.  She showed the old Jaguar Land Rover image and explained that each of the brands update 

their facility, corporate identity every 8 to 10 years.  She said part of the reason they are 

constructing a new facility is because there is a new Jaguar Land Rover image.  She showed 

elevations of the existing building and pointed out the Lexus dealership across Holiday Inn drive 

and the ramp of the Saw Mill Parkway. 

 

Sarah Butler said the new Jaguar Land Rover image is very contemporary, very modern, crisp, 

premium materials, which are supposed to be indicative of the luxury vehicles they are selling. 

She showed the front façade facing Kisco Avenue.  Everything is high end metal panels in two 

colors: a dark, dark gray flanking the showroom and a lighter champagne color that indicates the 

service drive.  She pointed out the service lane where customers drop off their cars for servicing.  

She said all of the glazing that faces the front is a frameless butt joint, low iron, super clear, 

premium glazing product.  She said as you move around the building you will see the same metal 

panels wrapping consistent parapet height and on the rear of the building, which faces the 

parking lot where customers will park having a mirror image of the symmetrical side of the 

showroom.  Sarah Butler showed the Board a photograph of the proposed materials, showing the 

dark sunshine gray metallic that faces Kisco Avenue, the lighter champagne metallic.  She said 

the storefront is a clear anodized.  The materials chosen are to reflect the simplicity of the brand 

and to draw your attention to the vehicles on display in the showroom.  She asked the Board 

members if there were any questions. 

 

Chairman Loughney said the hardest part of this is to imagine the sheet with the samples and 

compare it to the renderings.  He asked if the bottom left sample was the predominantly dark 

color.  Sarah Butler said that was correct.  He then said the champagne is the other color.  Sarah 

Butler pointed out the dark color and then the champagne color outlining the service area.  

Chairman Loughney said the Sunshine Gray metallic appears to have some brown in it.  Sarah 

Butler said to her eye it does have a tiny bit of brown to it.  She said when you see it in person, it 

is a warm grey.  Chairman Loughney said the champagne is a light brown.  Sarah Butler said 

yes, it is.  She added these are the colors that Jaguar Land Rover requires.  They are brand 

specific requirements.  Andy Gonzalez asked if these are the same colors used at the other 

Westchester locations that have recently been redone.  Sarah Butler said exactly, yes. 

 

Chairman Loughney asked Sarah Butler to point out with her mouse where the storefront color is 

going to be located on the building.  Sarah Butler said the storefront color will not be very 

predominant on the front because it is a frameless system.  She said you will really just see a 

little bit of perimeter frame on the bottom and some punched openings on the back and the 

service drive.  She pointed out the locations and the doors that will be clear anodized.  Chairman 

Loughney asked if the glass is just clear.  Sarah Butler said yes.  Chairman Loughney asked what 

the colors were of the rolling doors for the garages.  Sarah Butler said they will probably be like 

the silver color that blends with the champagne but they are fully glazed, individual panels of 
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glazing, 8” tall slats that flip up and close really quickly.  They don’t look like a regular sectional 

garage door.  Heather Kornreich asked if they will be transparent or just translucent.  Sarah 

Butler said the glazing is transparent.  She said you will be able to see into the area that will be 

finished with showroom finishes – dry wall walls and tile floors.  She said it doesn’t look like a 

garage. 

 

Chairman Loughney asked if anyone had any additional questions.  There were no questions. 

 

MOTION: 

 

Andy Gonzalez made a motion to approve.  Heather Kornreich seconded the motion.  All 

ayes. 

 

 

MINUTES:    November 18, 2020 
 

MOTION: 

 

Nick Bagley made a motion to approve the minutes of November 18, 2020.  Chairman 

Loughney seconded the motion.  All ayes. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  2021 ARB Meeting Calendar 

 

Patti Tipa said she had shared with the Board the calendar for next year.  She said the March 

meeting is actually on the 17th rather than the 18th as shown on the calendar.  She said the only 

other conflict is September because the 15th is the first night of Rosh Hashanah.  The members 

agreed to change the September meeting to September 22nd.  Patti Tipa said she would publish 

the final version of the calendar. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dan Loughney, Chairman 

 

/pat 


